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the only good harbour in Palestine,
with a depth of 30 ft. alongside
the main quay. It is the terminus of
the 620-mile pipe-line from the Iraq
oilfields, and has extensive refi-
neries. Haifa lay within the state
of Israel, proclaimed 1948. Subse-
quent Arab-Jewish tension led to
the suspension of the transmission
of oil from Iraq, and the refineries
were out of action until small quan-
tities of petroleum were brought in
from the western hemisphere dur-
ing 1950. Pop. 190,000.

A standard gauge rly. runs N.
from Haifa into Syria, and S. to
Egypt. A narrow gauge rly. runs to
Nablus, and there is a branch line
via Deraa in Syria to Amman and
Ma'an in Jordan. Good motor
roads lead to the principal towns of
Israel, and Haifa is the terminus
of the road route to Bagdad. There
is an airport. The town is hand-
lome and spacious.

During the First Great War
Haifa was occupied by advancing
British troops on September 23,
1918. During the Second Great
War, it was one of the two contra-
band control bases for the Mediter-
ranean area and an important
refuelling base for Allied warships.
It was frequently raided by' Axis
aircraft during 1940-42. Haifa was
the scene of many acts of terrorism
during the Arab and Jewish
conflicts with the British adminis-
tration, It was a trans-shipment
port for illegal Jewish immigrants
apprehended by the Royal Navy
during 1945-48.

Haig, DOUGLAS HAIG, IST
EARL, 29in LAIRD OP BEMERSYDE
(1861-1928). Britishsoldier, c.-in-o.
of the British forces in France
for the greater part of the First
Cheat. War. Born in Edinburgh,

June 10,1861, young-
est son of an ancient
Fife family, he was
educated at Clifton
and Brasenose Col-
lege, Oxford, whence
he wont to Sand-
hurst, and was gazet-
ted in 1885 to the 7th
H uHHUirfl. After pass-
ing through the Staff
College, he served in
the Khartum cam-
paign of 1898. Dur-
ing the S. African
war he acted as chief
of staff to Sir J.
French at Colesberg
in 1900, and in 1901-02 commanded
a group of columns under Kitchener.
From 1903 to 1906 and again from
1909 to 1912 he served in India, bo-
coming chief of staff to the Indian
army. Returning to Europe he
was appointed to the Aldorshot
command.

At tho outbreak of the First
Great War in Aug., 1914, ho wont
to France in command of the 1st
corps, and took part in all the
earlier battles, becoming in Jan.,
1915, commander of the 1st army.
In Dec., 1915, he succeeded French

as c.-in-c., and held
the position until the
end of the war, being
promoted field-mar-
shal Jan. 1, 1917.
In the Somme offen-
sive of 1016histhor-
oughnesH of organi-
zation was seen in
the completeness of
preparations for the
attack, which involv-
ed very great engin-
eering work. In 1917
he was required to act
under Nivelle's direc-
tion, but he gained
two brilliant victories
at Arras and Messines, though his
arrangements were upset by the
necessity for prolonging the Arras
attack in order to relieve the pres-
sure on Nivelle, whose offensive on
the Aisne had failed. Thus the 3rd
battle of Ypres did not open until
July 31, when the good weather
had gone. This involved fearful
sacrifices without giving complete
victory. The 1st battle of Cambrai
was a remarkable success, but
again it could not be exploited. In
the early part of 1918 Haig's
reserves wore greatly weakened,
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and when tho great German offen-
sive was opened on March 21, dis-
astrous initial loss was inflicted by
the rapidity and overwhelming
weight of the advance; but the
British dispositions were generally
justified and the attack was not
fatal. On the other hand, when
Haig took the offensive on Aug. 8,
he handled his troops with great
skill, pressed the Germans firmly
and relentlessly, and won a series
of victories against forces not
inferior in strength such as no
general had previously gained m
the war. The greatest feat in hifl
career was his assault on the Hin-
denburg line (Sept. 27-Oct. 1),
undertaken against the judgement
of the British war cabinet, andFooh.
Haig's leadership has been the
subject of much criticism. It is